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negative memories and refocus on the
strength and vibrancy of who we really
are. Change requires culture-building.”

The CCP is guided by a vision that
“art matters in the life of every
Filipino.” But culture must contend
with the reality of extreme poverty and
natural disasters that overshadow the
range of Philippine life.

“Arts and culture is often at the
bottom of the government agenda,”
Ems said. “The CCP has to defend our
budget to Congress and the Senate
every year. And someone is likely to
say ‘Yeah, culture. You can’t eat that,
can you?” So we bring out the
orchestra and the dance companies to(Continued on page 4)

n  April MWF Meeting  n  When:
Monday 6:30 p.m. 2015 April 20.
n  What: Ramona Benitez McClelland,
owner-designer of the Benitez Collec-
tion, will speak about how she started
and manages her company, which sells
a unique line of handmade eco-friendly
jewelry in cooperation with Gawad
Kalinga and other poverty-fighting
NGOs. Check out their website at
www.benitezcollection.etsy.com to
view the entire collection.  n  Where:
Mala Hettige’s home, 15 B Anahaw
Road, North Forbes Park, Makati.
n  Bring: Something to share for the
potluck dinner and money if you
would like to buy some jewelry.
n  Details: Contact MWF Chair Lisa
Lumbao at Tel. 813-0168 or email her
at lisa.lumbao@gmail.com.

Photo: At the October 2014 MWF
meeting, CCP Chairman Emily
Abrera (left) with  Sylvia Lichauco
de Leon.
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Country’s Chairman of
Culture on Future Plans

By Melissa Alipalo

The CCP is a commanding edifice
along Roxas Boulevard, skirting Manila
Bay. Inaugurated in 1969, it today
employs 295 people, including the 70
members of the Philippine Philharmonic
Orchestra and is governed by a Board
of 11 trustees.

“The CCP was a key project of former
First Lady Imelda Marcos,” Ems said.
“She believed—and rightly so—that
the Philippines had something to offer
the world artistically and we should be
right up there at the top. Politically,
Imelda Marcos is not my favorite
person, but the truth is nobody
showcased Filipino arts and culture like
she did. We need to move past the

E
mily “Ems” Abrera has
seen the Cultural
Center of the Philip
pines (CCP) through
some hard times, but
the future looks bright,
according to discus-

sions between the CCP chairman and
Manila Women’s Forum members last
October 20, 2015 at the home of Khin
Soe Tin.

The CCP is known as the country’s
eminent performance hall, but more than
that, it is an institution, a promoter of
artists who embody the various forms
and expressions of Philippine art,
culture and life.
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Uplifting People
with Disabilities

By Leigh Halliwell and Lisa Kircher Lumbao
At the November 2014 MWF meeting: Below, left to right: Leah Min, Leigh Halliwell, Eva Parreño,

Agnes Josue, MWF Chair Lisa Lumbao, Evelyn Mendiola. Seated: Roselyn Montaneo.
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livelihood project supports PWD
artists with materials, transportation
and training to strengthen their artistic
skills. In particular, COFFI supports the
Tahanang Walang Hagdanan (TWH)
and Pangarap Homes and artists in
wheelchairs to reach a wider market.
Eva plans to partner with the Amorsolo
Art Foundation to provide an artistic
training workshop for COFFI-sup-
ported artists.

Items Decorated with Original
Artwork - Insulated cooler bags in
various sizes, designs, and colors;
Table mats and coasters; Aprons and
tea cozies; Wooden toys – many with
moveable parts, painted or plain
(jeepneys, trains, etc.)

Fundraising efforts - Golf tourna-
ment; Dinner dance; Fun Run in
Alabang.

Ways to support COFFI:
l  Help build a new WHEELMOBILE.
l  Sponsor a free WHEELMOBILE ride
l  Buy COFFI products
l  Host events in the COFFI Gallery
l  Volunteer

Several MWF members suggested
partnering with affluent hospitals (St.
Luke’s, Asian Medical, Makati
Medical) to provide transportation
services for PWDs in Metro Manila.

COFFI’s contact information: One
Corporate Plaza, Unit 204, 845 Arnaiz
Ave. Legaspi Village, Makati City 1229.
www.wheelmobile.ph / Tel. 811-2337 or
+63-917-814-3041 / Email address:
admin@wheelmobile.ph /   n

Some of the items that might be
available for sale at the 2015
April 20 MWF meeting. The
speaker will be Ramona Benitez
McClelland, owner-designer of
the Benitez Collection. She will
speak about how she started and
manages her company, which
sells a unique line of handmade
eco-friendly
jewelry in
cooperation
with Gawad
Kalinga and
other poverty-
fighting NGOs.

Check out their
website at www.
benitezcollection.
etsy.com.

T
he Circle of Friends
Foundation, Inc.
(COFFI) has been
advocating for the
rights of people with
disabilities (PWDs)
since it was founded

in 1998 by MWF member Margaretha
Gloor. Margrith recently recruited a
volunteer manager for COFFI from
among MWF’s members named Eva
Parreño. Eva spoke at the November
17, 2014 MWF meeting about COFFI’s
recent tie up with Uber and other
initiatives.

COFFI’s vision is to help disabled
individuals realize the dignity and
equality they deserve and to provide
transportation for the mobility they
require. They acquire, organize and
subsidize, whenever possible, trans-
portation services for PWDs using
specifically designed vans for people
in wheelchairs. By providing transpor-
tation to PWDs and senior citizens,
COFFI enables them to be active in
society by becoming independent and
empowered citizens.

COFFI offers non-emergency
transportation services using modified
vans called WHEELMOBILES. The
organization owns four vehicles that
can accommodate two wheelchairs
each and have a fabricated back and a
non-slip lightweight aluminum ramp.
The first WHEELMOBILE was
purchased in 2003 and it was the first
transportation of this kind ever to
appear in the Philippines.

To cover the costs of this service,

COFFI accepts the following sug-
gested donations: P450/first hour,
P350/each additional hour; P1,100 for
four hours; P1,000/airport pick up/drop
off. Funds from those who can afford
to make donations are used to
subsidize those who cannot afford it.
Two days prior notice is recommended
so drivers can be arranged; COFFI
does not employ full time drivers. In
early November, COFFI partnered with
Uber taxi for a one-week trial. COFFI
found it expensive to have drivers on
standby so they could comply with the
quick response time required by Uber.
There also was not enough promotion
of the service, which resulted in only 5
calls during the week from PWDs and
many calls from those who didn’t
understand that the service was limited
to PWDs.

Other projects run by COFFI are:
COFFI Gallery - 2nd Level Lifestyle

Center, Greenhills Shopping Center. It
is a venue for workshops and events
but primarily used to showcase and
sell artwork created by PWDs with
profits used to support the artists and
WHEELMOBILE.

Happy Feet - This education and
medical program uses the Ponseti
method to treat children with clubfeet.
The Ponseti method generally takes 7
years to complete by using braces
instead of surgery. Children are
assisted with all of their medical
expenses until the treatment is
complete.

Artists in Wheelchairs - This



4      Manila Women’s Forum  l  2015 March-April

(Country’s Chairman . . . from page 1)

give them a taste of what we offer. We
need to prime the imagination. Culture
quenches a difference kind of thirst.”

For communities that cannot afford
to attend performances at the CCP, the
CCP goes to them. Arts appreciation
programs demonstrate the value of
culture to disadvantaged, underprivi-
leged, and distressed communities by
involving them in discovery. The
“Diskarte” radio program helps viewers
solve social problems by employing the
arts and referencing appropriate
government agencies. An evaluation of
the radio program showed that 86% of
callers said their problems had been
solved through the show.

Ems admits, “I have certainly seen
the CCP go through some tough
times.” The loss and devaluation of
CCP property to poorly negotiated
leases and sales has been particularly
difficult. But redevelopment plans for
the 66-hectare complex will be bidded
out in 2015—a difficult process the
CCP board has attempted once already
without success. A tricky part of the
design requirement is for 50% green
space.

The objective of the new develop-
ment is to relieve the CCP of its over-
reliance on government subsidies and
enable self-sufficiency. The re-develop-
ment will host a new museum of
contemporary art, a cultural library and
film center, popular arts center and
gallery for national artists. In anticipa-
tion of the cultural library/resource
center, the CCP has been digitizing its
archives. It is a feat of patience—
having taken 6 years of 24-hour

operations to digitize just 13% of the
enormous CCP archive, as it must be
done in real time.

Ems gave the scope of CCP’s
offerings in a quick rundown of the
resident companies, programs, and
awards. Resident companies include:
Philippine Philharmonic Orchestra
(PPO); Ballet Philippines; Bayanihan
Philippine National Folk Dance
Company; Ramon Obusan Folkloric
Dance Group; Philippine Ballet
Theatre; Philippine Madrigal Singers;
Tanghalang Pilipino (Filipino language
theater); University of Santo Thomas
Symphony Orchestra; National Music
Competition for Young Artists (CCP
provides the venue for this).

Popular programs include: The
Philippine Independent Film Festival
and Competition (“Cinemalaya”)—the
best known indie film event in the
country; Pasinaya—a one-day free,
open house that draws crowds from
around the metro to experience a tastes
of Philippine arts and culture; Virgin
Labfest–one act plays never before
produced on stage; HD videocasts of
the New York Metropolitan Opera
shows in Greenbelt 3 theater every
month; Andrea O. Veneracion Interna-
tional Choir Festival.

A theme of Ems’ comments was the
importance of audience development.
The film festival Cinemalaya “is the
most popular program and the best
way to get young people into the CCP
venues,” she said. “The PPO has also
been attracting young people.”

Sadly, though, it would also seem
that controversy has a way of focusing
attention on the arts. Ems talked briefly

about the disagreements that have
arisen over certain exhibits and the
National Artist Awards, the highest
state honor given to Filipino artists.
The award selection process is co-
chaired by the National Commission on
Culture and the Arts and the CCP. It is
given every three years. We thank Ems
for sharing with us her passion for
culture and the arts and opening our
eyes to all that the CCP has to offer.
We look forward to the offerings in
2015 and to seeing the transformation
of the current center into a vibrant
cultural multi-venue complex. n

Manila Women’s Forum

Manila Women’s Forum (MWF) is a

cross-cultural network for women. It

provides opportuni-ties to build friend-

ships, talk to women of various cultures,

and share information about resources.
Our meetings are intended to provide

intellectual stimulation and lead to

personal and professional development.

All women are welcome to join.

The current officers are: Lisa

Lumbao, Chair; Julia Holz, Treasurer
and Member-ship; Beaulah P.

Taguiwalo, Newsletter; Lisa Stuart,

Message Board Moderator; Evelyn

Mendiola, Membership; Shari Virjee

Tañada, Message Board; Camille

Dalmacio, Message Board.
    Cost of membership is P300 per year.

Members receive a copy of the current

mailing list, and the newsletter which is

also sent to non-members. A contribu-

tion of P50 is collected from non-

members at each monthly meeting. For
more information about MWF, please

contact Lisa Lumbao at Tel. 813-0168 or

at lisa.lumbao@gmail.com.

MWF Newsletter
c/o Lisa Lumbao
26-B Casa Real Townhouse
Real Street, Urdaneta Village
Makati City 1225


