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C
id Reyes—creative
director, art critic,
painter, poet,
columnist, author,
teacher and pub
lisher—treated us to
an evening of

learning more about Philippine painters
on 17 June. The venue was Ricco
Renzo Gallery, a perfect spot for the
event.

The only problem was le deluge,
which kept the attendance way down
and even the speaker was late, stuck in
the resulting massive traffic jams.

Cid started by saying the evening
would be a romp through Philippine
Art 101: The Grandeur of Philippine
Art, and at least a couple of our own
artists—Linda Panlilio and Charie

Zamora—joined the meeting. During
MWF Chair Lisa Lumbao’s introduc-
tion, we learned that Cid studied
painting at the Accademia di Belle
Arti in Rome and took art history
courses at City Lit Institute in
London. For two consecutive years
(2001 and 2002), Cid was named Art

(Continued on page 2)

August MWF Meeting  n  When: 6:30 p.m., Monday, August 19.  n  What: Want to be more effective in your work and
personal life?  Would you like to better understand your reactions to people and situations? Would you like to be more
attuned to the emotional information in and around you? On August 19, learn the first step to a smarter you! Lisa Tilstra,
executive coach, will share practical insights of what emotional intelligence really is and how we can use it to increase effec-
tiveness at work and home.  n  Where: The home of Kitty Arambulo, 1433 Calumpang St., Dasmarinas Village, Makati City.
n  Bring: Something to share for the potluck dinner.  n   September Meeting: Monday, 2013 September 16.

The Grandeur
of Philippine Art

By Jill Gale de Villa

Cid Reyes, Jill Gale de Villa, and MWF Chair Lisa Lumbao
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the Orient—such as western faces
with Asian eyes.

With Simon Flores (1839–1904),
artists were finally allowed to paint
other subjects—and portraiture
became common as wealthy patrons
wanted themselves recorded for
posterity. Flores’ paintings were
remarkable for the minute detail of the
clothes—lace patterns reproduced
precisely. Unfortunately, much of his
work was destroyed during WWII.

Juan Luna (1857–99) is one of the
country’s most famous artists.
Temperamental, arrogant, a crazy
genius with a violent bent, his huge
Spoliarium won awards and acclaim in
Rome and his talent was recognized
widely in Europe. This massive
painting is at the National Museum.
One painting Cid showed was of
Luna’s wife—the woman he killed in a
fit of jealousy, thinking she might be
having an affair. He was acquitted on
grounds of temporary insanity.

Felix Hidalgo (1853–1913) was
Luna’s contemporary; a brilliant
painter whose lot it was to play second
fiddle to Luna. He was a quiet, gentle,
contemplative man. Like Luna, he
spent decades abroad. A real treat was
seeing Ricco Renzo Gallery’s Hidalgo
painting—so beautiful I could hardly
take my eyes off it (see photo).

Next came a glimpse of some
paintings by Fabian dela Rosa (1869–
1937)—beautiful pastoral scenes and
still lifes. Then it was on to the great
Fernando Amorsolo (1892–1972).
Fortunately, he left many glorious
paintings. He was a master of light and
shadow, but Alejandro Roces preferred
to say he was the master of the
shadow. He had a sharp eye for
composition and painted many
portraits of famous people. During the
discussion of Amorsolo, we learned
that “nude” implies a natural state,
whereas “naked” implies violation.

Next we were on to Toribio Herrera’s
photogenically composed works and
then to the great muralist, Carlos
(Botong) Francisco (1912–1969). He
was heavily influenced by Gauguin,
but through books, as Francisco never
went abroad to study art.

We then saw works of several other
painters en route to Galo Ocampo
(1913–1985), who “indigenized” the
mother and child concept and brought
cubism into his art, as did Vicente
Manansala (1910–1981), who was
famous for his “transparent cubism.”
Looking at one of his works we

Dr. Genevieve Huang holding Ricco Renzo Gallery’s painting by Hidalgo

The Death of Cleopatra (Juan Luna, 1881). From Wikimedia Commons / PD.

Critic of the Year by the Manila Art
Quarterly. In 2004, he was its Hall of
Fame awardee in Art Criticism. He
writes an art column in the Philippine
Daily Inquirer every Monday.

Cid started by describing the
historical setting, which was
Magellan’s arrival and bringing of the

cross of evangelism, a gift and a
burden, and an all-consuming force
that shapes the thinking and feeling of
the people and much of the country’s
artwork. For a long time, art was held in
thrall to the church, with Chinese
artisans required to work only on
religious subjects. The resulting art
often showed mixtures of Europe and
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J
osefina (Jo) Alforque,
Advocacy Officer of ECPAT
Philippines was the speaker
at the May 20 MWF meeting
at the home of Nameeta
Dargani in Corinthian
Gardens. Jo presented the

work of her organization, ECPAT
Philippines, and highlighted the facts
and figures about sexual exploitation
of Filipino children. ECPAT stands for
End Child Prostitution, Child Pornogra-
phy and Trafficking.

Jo’s talk was enlightening but also
frightening as members and guests
learned the harrowing statistics and
absorbed information about what
young innocent children lured into the
trap of sexual abuse and exploitation
are subjected to.

The Commercial Sexual Exploitation
of Children (CSEC) is a fundamental
violation of human rights and
children’s rights. CSEC consists of
criminal practices that demean,

degrade, and threaten the physical and
psychosocial integrity of children.
Trafficking of children—especially if
the act is done for purposes of
bringing children to brothels and bars
for sexual exploitation—is one of the
worst forms of CSEC.

There are three primary and interre-
lated forms of commercial sexual
exploitation of children: (a) prostitu-
tion; (b) pornography; and (c) traffick-
ing for sexual purposes. Other forms of
commercial sexual exploitation of
children include: child sex tourism,
child marriages, and forced marriages.

The key element is that the violation
of children and their rights arises
through a commercial transaction
where there is an exchange in which
one or more parties gains a benefit,
such as cash or goods, from the
exploitation for sexual purposes of a
person who is below 18.

The definition for in-kind transac-
tions as commercial in nature is

significant because there is a
tendency to view such transactions
as entailing “consent”  on the part of
a child. This includes cases where
sexual exploitation occurs in ex-
change for protection, a place to
sleep, or access to higher grades and/
or promotion. The sexual exploitation
of the child may profit a much wider
range of people than the immediate
beneficiary of the transaction.

There is also the concept of the
“exploiter”—the wide variety of
people who contribute to the
exploitation of a child such as:
parents and other family members,
friends, peers and teachers, as well as
procurers, brothel managers, traffick-
ers, and those who engage in sex with
a child.

ECPAT Philippines sits as
children’s organization representative
in important national committees and
councils such as the Committee on

(Continued on page 4)

At the MWF meeting on 2013 May 20: Speaker Jo Alforque (second from the right) and members of Manila Women’s Forum.

ECPAT and Child Protection from
Sexual Abuse and Exploitation

A Shared
 Responsibility
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26-B Casa Real Townhouse
Real Street, Urdaneta Village
Makati City 1225

(A Shared . . .  from page 3)

Manila Women’s Forum

Manila Women’s Forum (MWF) is a

cross-cultural network for women. It
provides opportunities to build friend-

ships, talk to women of various cultures,

and share information about resources.

Our meetings are intended to provide

intellectual stimulation and lead to

personal and professional development.
All women are welcome to join.

The current officers are: Lisa Lumbao,

Chair; Julia Holz, Treasurer and Member-

ship; Beaulah P. Taguiwalo, Newsletter;

Lisa Stuart, Message Board Moderator;

Evelyn Mendiola, Membership; Shari
Virjee Tañada, Message Board; Caroline

Wright,  Message Board; Camille

Dalmacio, Message Board.

    Cost of membership is P300 per year.

Members receive a copy of the current
mailing list in addition to the newsletter,

which is also sent to non-members. A

contribution of P50 is collected from non-

members at each monthly meeting. For

more information about MWF, please

contact Lisa Lumbao at Tel. 813-0168, or
at lumbao@mozcom.com.

the Special Protection of Children
(CSPC) and the Inter-agency Council
against Child Pornography (IACACP)
of which ECPAT has been elected vice
chair. ECPAT Philippines has been
involved in extensive networking and
lobbying for reform in legislation and
policy since 1991, helping ECPAT grow
from a regional initiative to a global
network of 65 countries.

ECPAT Philippines helped draft
important laws that aid in prosecution
of criminals of commercial sexual
exploitation such as: (a) Republic Act
7610 or the Special Protection Against
Child Abuse Act, Exploitation and
Discrimination Act; (b) Republic Act

9208 or also known as the Trafficking
in Persons Act; (c) Anti-Pornography
Act 9775.

ECPAT members also provide direct
care to child victims through the
ECPAT Home, a safe place for CSEC
survivors, conducting research,
implementing awareness-raising
campaigns, working on advocacy and
lobbying governments, and conduct-
ing capacity-building trainings for
stakeholders.

Their programs and campaigns
include: (a) Children and Youth
Empowerment Program; (b) ECPAT
Home; (c) Advocacy; (d) Protection of
Children from Sexual Exploitation in
Travel and Tourism; (e) The Anti-Child

(The Grandeur . . . from page 2)
understood what this meant, as the
mood, the forms, came gently through
the cubist treatment. As time was
running out, we hurried through to HR

Pornography Campaign; (f) Anti-
Trafficking of Children for Sexual
Purposes; (g) Strengthening Child
Protection.

Every 2nd week of February, ECPAT
joins the country’s observation of
Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation
Awareness Week including  December
12 each year which is the International
Day against Human Trafficking.

For more information, please visit
http://www.ecpatphilippines.org and
become a member at our Facebook
homepage ECPAT Philippines. n

Ocampo (1911–1978)—famous for his
“cellular shapes” and “visual memo-
ries” well known to frequenters of the
Cultural Center of the Philippines .

Then we had to stop, to brave the

Women working in a rice field (Fabian de la Rosa, 1902).
From Wikimedia Commons. /  Public domain.

storm and go
home. I learned
a lot, and hope
we can have Cid
back for an
earlier start and
to learn more.
As he said,
Manila has a
very dynamic art
scene, and I
appreciate it
more after
learning more
about it. n


