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Mercedes Zobel
Links Women Together

Manila Women’s Forum
A Network of Women Professionals

APRIL MWF Meeting  n  When: Monday, 2012 April 16, 6:30 p.m.  n
Where: Home of Ms. Xiaolian Yuan, Pacific Plaza Towers-North 14C,
Fort Bonafacio.  n  What: How can we experience true joy in the
most miserable areas of Manila? Father Matthieu, Executive Director
of the Tulay Ng Kabataan Foundation (A Bridge for Children), will
share the lessons given by the poorest of the poor. Visit http://
www.tnkfoundation.org for more information.  n  Bring: Something to
share for the potluck dinner.  n May Meeting: Monday, 2012 May 21.

I
n anticipation of International
Women’s and Peace Day on
March 8th and the month-
long awareness raising and
celebration of women that
takes place throughout
March, Mercedes Zobel,

designer and philanthropist, flew in
from London to present an opportu-
nity for local women’s organizations to
network through the website
joinmeonthebridge.org.

The evening at the home of Mary
Garlicky in Dasmarinas Village was a
well-attended event that brought
together a cross-section of dynamic
women representing a variety of
advocacies and charities such as
promotion of breastfeeding, foster
parenting, environmental custodian-
ship, and maternal health.

Mercedes began by saying a few
words about having witnessed
atrocities in Africa and the tragedy of
human trafficking in the Philippines –
both have galvanized her to work for
women’s rights. She noted that March
8 is the 101st celebration of Interna-
tional Women’s Day, and women all
over the world are still asking for
equality. She introduced the group to
Women for Women International and

By Sylvia Lichauco de Leon

(Continued on page 2)

the Join me on the Bridge campaign.
Women for Women International,

started by Iraqi Zainab Salbi, is the
leading non-government organization
working to empower women survivors
of violence from conflict, war, rape and
other atrocities. Mercedes led the
startup of Women for Women Interna-

number of years. Recently she stepped
down in favor of blazing the trail for
the same organization in Asia, where
she is working to connect Australia,
Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia and
Indonesia. Being able to work from the
Philippines where her roots are is one
of the reasons she decided to work in
Asia. She has always wanted to give
back in some way to the country and
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tional in London and has
served as their trustee for a
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Manila Women’s Forum

Manila Women’s Forum (MWF) is a

cross-cultural network for women. It
provides opportunities to build friend-

ships, talk to women of various cultures,

and share information about resources.

Our meetings are intended to provide

intellectual stimulation and lead to

personal and professional development.
All women are welcome to join.

The current officers are: Lisa Lumbao,

Chair; Julia Holz, Treasurer and Member-

ship; Beaulah P. Taguiwalo, Newsletter;

Lisa Stuart, Message Board Moderator;

Evelyn Mendiola, Membership; Shari
Virjee Tañada, Message Board; Caroline

Wright,  Message Board; Camille

Dalmacio, Message Board.

    Cost of membership is P300 per year.

Members receive a copy of the current
mailing list in addition to the newsletter,

which is also sent to non-members. A

contribution is collected at each monthly

meeting: P20 for members, and P50 for

non-members. For more information about

MWF, please contact Lisa Lumbao at Tel.
813-0168, or at lumbao@mozcom.com.

people that have given her so much.
She has been working with Ayala
Foundation, EZOBEL Foundation,
Philippine Christian Foundation and
Tuloy Foundation.

The first Join me on the Bridge
events were held in 2010 when the
country directors of Women for
Women’s programs in Rwanda and the
Democratic Republic of Congo had an
idea that became the impetus for this
global campaign. Women from Congo
and Rwanda joined together on the
bridge connecting their two countries,
showing that they could build the
bridges of peace and hope for the
future. This action sparked a massive
global movement, with 20,000 people
taking part in 119 events in 19 coun-

tries. In 2011 and 2012 they were joined
by thousands of people on hundreds
of bridges worldwide. Join me on the
Bridge is the coming together of
women and men around the world,
united in taking a stand for PEACE and
women’s EQUALITY.

Mercedes invited those present to
plan an event for International
Women’s Day and sign up on www.
joinmeonthebridge.org. She encour-
aged participants to be creative with
their events and make connections
with other groups. Registering on the
site is a symbol of solidarity on
women’s issues and places little
Philippine flags on Google Maps,
showing the country’s involvement in
women’s issues and charities that
serve women.

She also shared her experience in
partnering with companies – getting
them involved in community projects,
not just asking the company to write a
check. She feels that at this time, many
companies view women’s issues
favorably and as a good way to market
their brands.

Several women who run charities in
the Philippines shared their experience
and tips for fundraising. EVA Charity
Foundation has had several corpora-
tions sponsor the construction of
schools for Aeta children. In Touch
Foundation has shifted from asking for
donations to providing services to
companies for a fee. Others suggested
getting students involved.

Several people suggested ways for
the groups present to network, such as
creating a Linked in group. A member
volunteered to compile a list of the

organizations present if a representa-
tive would email her basic information
about the group. A few people also
suggested that Manila Women’s
Forum organize a meeting featuring
groups that bring volunteers into the
country that could be matched up with
charity organizations in need of help.
There is also a local group called
Hands on Manila that matches up
volunteers with activities.

Thanks to Mercedes for inspiring us
to think creatively about how we might
link up to be more effective as we work
for a better world for all. n
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The Women for Women
International’s 2012 UK Gala

will bring together the
organisation’s supporters from

the business and financial worlds,
together with those from the art
world and celebrity guests. The

Women for Women International
‘Making a Difference’ Award will
be presented to; Lord Mitchell,
Jenny Saville, Nadja Swarovski

and Mercedes Zobel. The award
recognises the incredible support

given to Women for Women
International by these four

remarkable individuals.


