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November 2011

A Cause Worth Fighting For

Manila Women’s Forum
A Network of Women Professionals

NOVEMBER MWF Meeting  n  When: Monday, 2011 November 14, 6:30 p.m.  n  Where: Sukanya Wignaraja’s home,
2165 Paraiso Street, Dasmarinas Village, Makati.  n  What: Anna Gonzales, President of the Wild Bird Club of the
Philippines, will speak about the joy of  bird watching in the Philippines, what birds to look out for, and where you can
find them.  n  Bring: Something to share for the potluck dinner.  n December Meeting: Monday, 2011 December 5.

O
n September 19th,

MWF had Edna
Bautista Binkowski
as a guest speaker.
Edna comes from
Limay, Bataan,
where she has a

resort, Seaview Holiday Home. She
conducts tours for veterans and
people interested in Bataan and WWII
in the Philippines. She wrote a book
entitled Code Name High Pockets,
which is the story of WWII spy Claire
Phillips and the resistance/under-
ground movements during the war. She
used to be actively involved with
FAME (Fil-American Memorial
Foundation), a volunteer organization
under the American Chamber of
Commerce. She is known as an
advocate of preserving the history of
Bataan and for creating and rehabilitat-
ing markers and war memorials for the
Filipino and American soldiers of
WWII in the Philippines. She is able to
realize this through sales of her book
and her history tours.

Her enriching presentation provided
us with a brief account of WW II
history in the Philippines. Over 10, 000
Americans were living in the Philip-
pines during the 1930’s. At that time,
Manila was considered a major trading
post of Asia. There were many
Japanese civilians who had arrived in
the Philippines prior to the war. Many
of them worked as laborers or profes-
sionals. Unfortunately, many of them
were spies that had scouted out the
land to make maps that would give
them an advantage for aerial and
ground attacks. During the Japanese
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Final Battle
Marker:
Unfortunately
this memorial
is now part
of a fence.

occupation, many American and British
civilians were imprisoned at the intern-
ment camps located at the University of
Santo Tomas.

General MacArthur (AKA Dougout
Doug) had formed forces with Northern
and Southern Luzon. He was under

Manuel Quezon, the president of the
Philippines, during that time. Bataan
became the major battlefield. During
the Bataan siege, a group of Filipino
soldiers fought in the Battle of the
Pockets situated in Bagac, Bataan.
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Many of these Filipino soldiers in a
specific USAFE unit were Ifugao
and Igorot headhunters’ next of
kin. They would blend in with the
darkness of the night, stripping to
their g-strings and attack the
Japanese soldiers as snipers. In
three weeks, thousands of Japa-
nese soldiers stuck in the Tuol
Pockets were killed.

In retaliation, the Japanese
soldiers held about 400 Filipino
soldiers and massacred them
defenselessly in an area called
Pantingan. About 72,000 American
and Filipino soldiers surrendered
and were forced to walk the route
that is now known as the Bataan
Death March. As many as 40
soldiers per day were killed and
dumped between San Fernando,
Pampanga and Cabanatuan. Other
soldiers died from “friendly fire”
from Corregidor during the Death
March while passing by an area
called Cabcaben.

today in a California nursing home), Liver
(because he loved liver), Screwball, Mango (had a
carabao and many mangoes in his cart), Fancy
Pants, and High Pockets (Claire Philipps; she was
caught and tortured with electrodes).

The National Historic Commission is respon-
sible for maintaining memorials. The Mt. Samat
Shrine is perhaps the most memorable one that
was dedicated by former President Ferdinand
Marcos. It commemorates those who died in
Bataan and Cabanatuan. Unfortunately, the NHC
has not protected other markers throughout the
Philippines that have been vandalized, left to
decay, or fallen victim to land development.

Edna has been inspired to preserve and build
memorials with funds raised through history
tours. These include the Great Raid History Tour
(related to the movie that stars Benjamin Bratt)
and The Final Battle and Pantingan Massacre
markers. Edna had a memorial built to commemo-
rate the Filipino and American nurses who cared
for the injured and dying soldiers. It is known as
the Forgotten Fil-Am Nurses memorial.

Edna will also be conducting an in-depth
history tour from April 6-13, 2012. It is known as
the P.I. WWII History Tour. She will narrate the

(A Cause . . . From page 1) Captain Albert “Duke”
Fullerton was assigned by the
Japanese soldiers to develop a
cemetery for the American
soldiers because heavy rains
were causing dead bodies to float
away in the floodwaters.

Edna spoke of espionage that
contributed to defeating the
Japanese. In 1943, an errand boy
of Gen. MacArthur, Chick
Parsons, was asked to spy in the
Philippines. He grew up speaking
Spanish in the Philippines and
knew his way around Manila.
Unbeknown to others, while
dressed as a monk, he sat in the
confession box at San Agustin
church while Gen. Manuel Roxas
told him which puppets in the
Japanese government were pro-
or anti-American.

The spies and members of the
underground had code names to
protect their identities during the
resistance period. These included
Sassy Susie, Looter (still alive

Left: The Pantingan Massacre Marker, another
Edna Binkowski Preserve Bataan History
project. More than 400 surrendered Filipino
soldiers and a good number of American
soldiers were defenselessly massacred by
Japanese captors during the Bataan Death
March, yet no one remembers. This abandoned
marker is partially hidden by trees, hardly seen
by passers by, as it is situated in a curve, inside a
man’s property, and fenced. Let’s rehabilitate this
marker and be a part of a society that cares for
its heroes. ~ Edna Binkowski, author of Code
Name High Pockets, the true story of Claire
Phillips, an American spy, and the resistance
movement during WWII in the Philippines.

Below: Vandalized WWII Fil-Am Nurses
Memorial.

(Continued on page 4)
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Presentation Skills Training:
Keys To Effective Presentation

L
ast August 22, a large

group of us convened
at Lisa’s house to hear
from Jarret Pulido,
training and manage
ment consultant of In
Courage Life-Work

Management Consultancy Services,
who spoke on “Presentations at Work:
Effective Business Communications.”

Jarret began his talk by distinguish-
ing between communication and
presentation which could be described
as “marrying the scientific and artistic
elements of our presentations in order
for them to be smooth, understand-
able, and most of all convincing.”

Communication: (a) Sharing of ideas
and information; (b) Exchange of non-
verbal cues; (c) Facilitative; (d) Fosters
cooperation.

Presentation: (a) Report and
interpretation of factual data; (b)
Opportunity to show relationship of
one’s research, findings and manage-
ment goals; (c) Information – no
recommendations; (d) One way; (e)
Analytical.

Jarret went on to describe various
approaches to business presentations:

Individual/One on One Approach
A casual and informal presentation

where the presenter sets an atmo-
sphere of free flowing exchange of
ideas.

Pro: The casual atmosphere encour-
ages the audience to put walls down,
be open and listen to new ideas.

Con: The same open and casual
atmosphere leaves the presenter and
presentation vulnerable to comments
and criticism. The presenter will need
to have control of the conversation
through knowledge of the intricate
details of the presentation.

Teacher Approach
A presentation where the presenter

has a monopoly over the communica-
tion with lesser interaction from the
audience.

Pro: The limitations in interaction
can mean an uninterrupted flow of
communicating information from the
presenter to the audience.

By Joanne Weston Edes

Con: The presentation can become
stiff and uninteresting and might turn
off your audience. The presenter will
need to be creative and artistic to
maintain interest.

Facilitative Approach
The presenter takes a mentoring and

cooperative stance in the presentation.
Pro: This is the balance between the

previous two approaches. It encour-
ages the audience to join a regulated
conversation with the presenter.

Con: If the balance is broken the
presentation can immediately shift
between too casual and too structured.

As a result of his experiences in
business communication, Jarret has
developed a presentation model that
he now uses to help avoid misinterpre-
tation and misunderstanding.

The model is
broken into
three levels:

Level 3
Apply

Level 2
Illustrate

Level 1
Present

Level 1 - Theory
(a) Introduce your presentation by

first communicating its reasoning and
logic. (b) Define your terms and make it
clear so as to assure that you and the
audience are speaking the same
language. (c) Answer the question
“what?” and “why?”

Level 2 - Illustration
Illustrate your theory through the

use of different kinds of art: music,
video, storytelling.

Level 3 - Application
(Kitchen Table Talk)

(a) After a theory has been estab-
lished and illustrated, proceed to
application. (b) At this level we answer
the question “how?” (c) Present your
ideas on this level.

Jarret asked two volunteers to apply
the three levels of presentation to the
topics “spirituality” and “a happy
home.” The volunteers did a great job
and the group was able to observe the
benefits of applying this model. n

Sylvia Lichauco, speaker for August Jarret Pulido, and Shalini Thukrai

Presentation tip: Slash the intro.
The speaker, not the introducer,

is the feature attraction.
A simple “Now here’s our

speaker, Lisa Hunt” is all that is
needed in most cases.
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MWF Newsletter
c/o Lisa Lumbao
26-B Casa Real Townhouse
Real St., Urdaneta Village
Makati City 1225

(A Cause . . . from page 2)

Manila Women’s Forum

Manila Women’s Forum (MWF) is a

cross-cultural network for women. It

provides opportunities to build friend-

ships, talk to women of various cultures,
and share information about resources.

Our meetings are intended to provide

intellectual stimulation and lead to

personal and professional development.

All women are welcome to join.

     The current officers are: Amy
Alexander, Message Board. Julia Holz,

Treasurer, Membership and Programs.

Lisa Lumbao, Chair. Junie Navarro,

Message Board. Lisa Stuart, Message

Board Moderator. Beaulah P. Taguiwalo,

Newsletter, Website.
    Cost of membership is P300 per year.

Members receive a copy of the current

mailing list in addition to the newsletter,

which is also sent to non-members. A

contribution is collected at each monthly

meeting: P20 for members, and P50 for
non-members. For more information about

MWF, please contact Lisa Lumbao at Tel.

813-0168, or at lumbao@mozcom.com.

Visit our website – a work in progress

www.geocities.com/manilawomensforum

war from the beginning to liberation as
she takes guests to the former battle
sites. Hopefully, people will be
interested in this fascinating and
forgotten history so that more efforts
to maintain the memorials will be
undertaken.

Aside from Edna’s many other

efforts to help forgotten veterans of
WWII, she has aided search parties
who have been looking for remains of
soldiers from that era. US Ambassador
Harry Thomas has said that the
remains of American soldiers should
be brought to the United States if
discovered. John Lewis of the Ameri-
can Defenders of Bataan and

Corregidor Descendants Group has
described Edna’s rehabilitation of the
abandoned markers on Bataan on the
following web site: http://www.west-
point.org/family/japanese-pow/.

If anyone is interested in learning
more about Edna’s efforts to help
forgotten WWII American and
Filipino soldiers and about her tours,
please contact her at
hipockets.edna@yahoo.com or
endbink@mozcom.com. n

General King
Marker located
at Lamao Plaza
in Limay, is the
site where
Major General
Edward King
first attempted
to surrender
Bataan to the
Japanese
imperial forces.
A commemora-
tive plaque is
placed in this
marker which
reads: faced
with the
slaughter of
over 75,000
men General
King displayed
great courage
by his decision
to end the
bloodbath
fearing a
possible
court-martial
for his actions.


