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O
n the 19th of April
we were treated to
the screening of
MWF member
Melissa Alipalo’s
insightful, moving,
and disturbing

documentary on the 2007 mayoral
elections of Manila. The opponents:
Ali Atienza, son of three-time mayor
Lito Atienza, and Fred Lim, the former
general who rose through the ranks
from his origins in Tondo, Manila’s
steaming slum.

Melissa’s documentary skillfully
interweaves images and audio

* of Manila’s teeming masses
making their way through throngs of
each other—and political candidates
making the rounds surrounded by
bodyguards;

* of implied and admitted corrup-
tion—and the candidates in church
looking pious in the front pews;

* of hospitals with dozens of
mothers and infants crowded into beds
in a ward—and a mayor who bans
access to contraception, driving
reproductive health workers under-
ground;

* of slum living—and statistics such
as 60% of Manilans are squatters, and
40% of Filipinos eke out a living on
less than $2 a day; and

* of the poor in squatter areas being
promised that they will get titles to
their house lots after the elections if
they “vote right,” although this is a

May MWF Meeting  n  When: Monday, 2010 May 17, 6:30 p.m. Where: Julia Holz’s apartment, 24D Case Real, Real St.,
Urdaneta Village, Makati, Tel 810-6139. What: Lolita Delgado Fansler, President of the Mangyan Heritage Center, will
speak about the Mangyans of Mindoro, many of whom have retained their pre-Hispanic writing systems and have been
carving poetry on bamboo for centuries. Write your name in Mangyan syllabic script and help send Mangyan students to
college by buying their crafts. Bring: Something to share for the potluck dinner. June Meeting: Monday, 2010 June 21.

MWF speaker Melissa Alipalo (left) and Willy Nagtegaal-Baan (right)
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Manila Women’s Forum

Manila Women’s Forum (MWF) is a
cross-cultural network for women. It
provides opportunities to build friend-
ships, talk to women of various cultures,
and share information about resources.
Our meetings are intended to provide
intellectual stimulation and lead to
personal and professional development.
All women are welcome to join.
     The current officers are: Amy
Alexander, Message Board. Julia Holz,

Treasurer, Membership and Programs.
Lisa Lumbao, Chair. Junie Navarro,
Message Board. Lisa Stuart, Message
Board Moderator. Beaulah P. Taguiwalo,

Newsletter, Website.
    Cost of membership is P300 per year.
Members receive a copy of the current
mailing list in addition to the newsletter,
which is also sent to non-members. A
contribution is collected at each monthly
meeting: P20 for members, and P50 for
non-members. For more information about
MWF, please contact Lisa Lumbao at Tel.

813-0168, or at lumbao@mozcom.com.

Visit our website – a work in progress
www.geocities.com/manilawomensforum
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false promise because the land is not
owned by the city.

Melissa also provides the back-
ground to the election, from the
Marcos conjugal dictatorship through
the assassination of Ninoy Aquino,
the rigged snap elections that Cory
Aquino “lost” only to be brought to

Philippine Elections
2010: General Issues

l  In a decision dated Decem-
ber 2, 2009, the Supreme Court
ruled that appointive officials
seeking positions in the
elections need not resign from
their posts, striking down
Section 4(a) of COMELEC
Resolution 8678, Section 13 of
Republic Act 9369, and
Section 66 of the Omnibus
Election Code as unconstitu-
tional, “for being violative of
the equal protection clause
and for being overbroad.”

l  There is also a great deal of
concern over the capability of
the COMELEC to oversee a
fully automated election
process, especially since the
Precinct Count Optical Scan
(PCOS) system has never
been fully piloted in the
Philippines and a breakdown
could lead to a failed election.

the presidency in the people power
revolution enabled by, among other
factors, a divided military and Police
Chief Fred Lim stalling action versus
anti-government demonstrators.

All this and more is shown along
with the progress of the 2007 elec-
tions, their shenanegans and out-
come. There are heated scenes at
ballot counting centers, shots of
ballot boxes that were open long
before they should have been, and
takes of  Manila’s COMELEC
headquarters on fire with ballots
burning (a fire that was actually
reported 45 minutes before it started).
The incisive comment is: “to politi-
cians, elections are a blood sport.”
And a sign tells it all: “Vote, Watch,
Pray.”

Another theme running through
this is the loving care a poor family
gives to a first son, severely disabled
due to a fall in childhood that was not
properly treated, and the mother who
forgoes treatment for her diabetes
because the family can’t afford it.

The film provides a view of Manila
from which most of us are shielded,
except for occasional glimpses on the
news, but this view is long enough to
really make more than a fleeting
impression.

Melissa’s purpose is not to back a
candidate, but to tell it like it is—
which she achieves admirably.

We responded with a lively
discussion but not enough time left in
the evening to really handle the deep-
seated issues that welled up: What is
democracy? How do you move from a
patron system to more democracy

when poverty forces you to rely on
the patron? Realizing that politics is
more than anything big business,
how do you curb corruption?

Thank you, Melissa, for a very
thought provoking evening, and for
allowing us to witness your first
screening—may there be many more.
And thanks also to our very gracious
and hard working hostess, whose
beautiful home and amazing collec-
tion provided a very special venue. n


