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I
’ll begin this summary of our
October meeting at Natasha
Davis’ home the same way I
introduced our guest speaker
that evening—with a warning.
Jane is not a woman you can
easily say “no” to—and for

good reason. Her work naturally
commands attention and respect. And
she had come to the Manila Women’s
Forum stage to do more than just
enlighten some ladies on the plight of
Philippine waste pickers. She needed
their help. (And by the end of the
evening, she would get it.)

I first met Jane Walker when she
contacted me in May for some help in
producing a fundraising video for her
organization that helps children
working on dumpsites in the
Philippines. I agreed to meet her for
lunch, but only with the intention of
telling her that perhaps, I could help
her in the future, but not now. I had
just had a baby a few months earlier,
just finished shooting a documentary
that month, and was currently working
nearly fulltime on a separate
consultancy contract and going on
vacation in a matter of a month!

Then she told me about her
organization and a little bit about
herself, and the next day I was on the
dumpsite at Pier 18, just across from
the infamous Smoky Mountain (Continued on page 2)

NEXT MWF MEETING  n  When: 6:30 p.m. Monday 2007 November 12. What: Leah Zveglich, principal of AIMS
International, will speak about career planning and development based on her experience in the executive search
business. AIMS International is one of the top five talent acquisition and talent development companies in the world
and recently opened an office in Philippines. She will show you how to plan and develop your career potential to meet
today’s new talent needs. Where: Zarreen Baqir’s home, 48 Pili Avenue, South Forbes Park, Makati City. Bring:
Something to share for the potluck dinner. October meeting: Monday, 2007 December 3.

Jane (middle) and her colleague Geraldine Figueroa (right)
reach out to those in need on the dumpsite

dumpsite, with a cameraman and
soundman shooting a video about her
organization, the Philippine Christian
Foundation.

Jane’s presentation for the Manila
Women’s Forum on Oct. 10 began with
a showing of that video. It brought
some women to tears, but it was only

the beginning of an intimate talk with a
heroine to the untouchable communi-
ties in the country.

Jane’s story begins from her own
personal triumph over adversity. She
reversed the odds that had been
working against her for most of her life,
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(A Heroine... from page 1)
and used that triumph to advocate for
others. Where others might lament their
misfortunes, Jane simply summarizes
them this way, so as to take time away
from the more important chapters of her
life: her current work with PCF. “When I
was a child, I had a very dysfunctional
family. My sister and I were separated
and put into different homes. I tried to
commit suicide when I was 12. It’s not
that I wanted to take my life but I
wanted to make sense out of my life.
Things were happening to me that I just
couldn’t make sense out of then. At 15,

I was on the street, and let me tell you,
England is a cold place to be living on
the street. At 15, I was raped and a lot
of bad things happened to me.”

In 2000, she became a practicing
Christian and came to the Philippines
on an exposure trip. “I was just kind of
stumbling around the city. I had come
here to realign my values and make
some priorities for myself.” Jane was
given an address of a woman who
lived in a cemetery, and on her way to
Navotas just south of Manila she
passed by a garbage site in Tondo.
“On the walk there, through Tondo,

(Continued on page 3)

you could smell garbage everywhere,
and I stopped and saw children
scavenging around.” She was walking
in an area that was and still is used as
an informal waste segregation area for
garbage making its way to the Pier 18
dumpsite.

For decades, the Smokey Mountain
dumpsite in Tondo was a symbol to
the world of the wretched poverty and
poor governance of the Philippines. In
1992, under international pressure, the
government closed Smokey Mountain
and it is now a grassy hill. But soon
after, Jane explained, the Pier 18
dumpsite opened right across from
Smokey Mountain and put many of the
same families to work there.

During her visit to these
communities she began to crystallize a
purpose and vision for herself. She
wanted to help the children she saw
working on the backs of the dump
trucks, segregating waste on their
doorsteps and picking for valuable
scraps on top of the dumpsite.

“I had never even donated any
money to charity before but I want to
do something for them,” she said. “I
wanted them to have something I
didn’t have, and that was a safe place
to go to,” Jane said.

She began her private charity in the
Navotas cemetary community. She
raised funds by any means possible to
build a small school there. She then
turned her sights to Pier 18, and found
an abandoned warehouse and got
government permission to use it as a
daycare, which has since developed
into an elementary school.

“It helps a lot to meet someone
who’s more broken than you are,” she
said.

“I was privately funding the school
for 6 years but it was not enough. It
wasn’t enough just to feed and
educate them. Their needs are so
vast.” Jane had resorted to desperate
measures to raise funds, including
shaving her hair and jumping out of an
airplane. As the needs of the
communities grew, she needed a more
sustainable financial approach. A child
sponsorship program proved to be the
answer.

Currently, the PCF child sponsorship
program covers 450 children from
dumpsites in Manila, Baguio City and
Bacolod City. PCF also works with the
families of its students, teaching
parents livelihood skills, offering
medical clinics, water treatment
facilities and crisis interventions.

Jane (below, right) washes a boy’s feet after coming from the dumpsite.



  MWF November 2007   3

Children working on the dumpsite.

(Continued on page 4)

PCF’s work is organized into 5
components: Education and adult
literacy, health and nutrition, livelihood
and skills training,  spiritual care and
family and community enhancement.

In addition to the immense needs of
these communities, it can be lonely
work. Jane explained that support from
other church organizations,
nongovernment organizations and the
government is hard to come by.
Churches working in the area have
refused cooperation with PCF because
it operates as a nonsectarian, humani-
tarian organization. The government,
Jane said, is simply ashamed of these
communities and will not offer much
help. The Department of Social Welfare
and Development does offer some
assistance to the school. PCF remains
the only organization working fulltime

(A Heroine... from page 2)
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“Children and dump sites.” It’s a
phrase that jars our sensibilities.
“Don’t look away.” That’s what I
feel our guest, Jane Walker, has

asked us to do.

Dump sites and
children all over
the world
“Every country we visited has dump
sites where children are living and
scavenging just to survive.”
—Len Morris, director and producer
of Stolen Childhood, a child labor
documentary

“Children living and working in
dump sites was one of the most
shocking things that I personally

encountered while making the film,”
says Morris. Even if a dump site has
already been closed by the local
authorities, families still sneak in at
night to look for food and for anything
that they can sell or recycle. That this is
true for hundreds of thousands of
children all over the world is, to use
Morris’ term, “horrific” indeed.

Children in Garbage Dumps:
Never Again

In June 1999, a national forum on
waste and citizenship was held in Brazil.
Exactly one year later, the national
campaign, Children in Garbage Dumps:
Never Again, was launched amidst
great publicity and high hopes.

However, much remains to be done.
By June 2000, about 1,500 children of
Brazil’s catadores (adult informal
garbage workers) have been enrolled in
school in the past year. But too many
more - at least 43,000 - still play, eat,
work and sleep in the waste of others.

—Helma Maas, Communication
Officer, UNICEF Recife (Brazil)

Easier said than done
According to some, taking children

out of a garbage dump is easier said
than done. It’s because the children are
contributing, no matter how little, to
their parents’ income.

According to one source, older
children in Brazil, for example, might
make 15 reals (US$ 1.05) per day. The
little ones, around one real per day

(about 70 US cents). If you do the
math, what the children earn by
scavenging can amount to 30 reals a
month. In a place where many people
don’t even earn the minimum wage
(about 150 reals per month), the
additional 20% that can be earned by
children picking through mountains of
garbage is a matter of survival. The
only way parents can send their
children to school, even if it’s free, is
for the family to receive compensation
for the loss of the children’s income.

Children who wade through the dump
At an open dump near the Kenyan

capital Nairobi, hundreds of residents
in the area rely on scavenging for
income. But, it is mainly children who
wade through the dump. According to
the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP),
the chidren are exposed to pollutants
from heavy metals and toxins in the
site’s soil, water, and air. Of all the
youths tested, almost half suffered
from respiratory diseases including
chronic bronchitis and asthma.

In Guatemala, there’s Safe Passage
Safe Passage or Camino Seguro is a

non-profit organization that provides
school enrollment and after-school
support for poor children whose
families scavenge the Guatemala City
Garbage Dump in Guatemala City. Safe
Passage assists over 550 children and
relies on child sponsorships.

(Continued on page 4)
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26-B Casa Real Townhouse
Real St., Urdaneta Village
Makati City 1225

Manila Women’s Forum

Manila Women’s Forum (MWF)
is a cross-cultural network for women.
It provides opportunities to build
friendships, to talk to women of various
cultures, and to share information about
resources. Our meetings are intended to
provide intellectual stimulation and lead
to personal and professional develop-ment.
All women are welcome to join. The
current officers are Lisa Lumbao, Chair,
Programs, Treasurer, and Newsletter.
Cecilia Leung, Programs. Lisa Stuart,
MWF Membership Message Board
Moderator. Beaulah P. Taguiwalo,
Newsletter, Website.

Cost of membership is P300 per year.
Members receive a copy of the current
mailing list in addition to the newsletter,
which is also sent to non-members. A
contribution is collected at each monthly
meeting: P20 for members, and P40 for
non-members. Please contact Lisa
Lumbao at Tel. 813-0168, or at
lumbao@mozcom.com for more

information about MWF.

Visit our website – a work in progress
www.geocities.com/manilawomensforum

(A Heroine... from page 3)
in the community of the Tondo
dumpsite, Pier 18.

“These families working on the dump-
site have a strong work ethic. They are
up extremely early and work extremely
late and in intolerable conditions,” Jane
said. “The parents’ first priority, every
time you ask them, is education for their
kids. It’s a myth that they don’t care.”

Recent surveys indicate that 3,000
children in the area do not attend
school. “At the heart of change has to
be education,” Jane said.

Audience members from the Manila
Women’s Forum inquired how they
could help PCF, and Jane appealed for
assistance with selling jewelry made in
the livelihood programs. Professional
volunteer applications were also
circulated to help women find suitable
roles within the organization. And
thousands of children are still waiting
for sponsorship.

In addition to expressing interest in
selling jewelry, MWF attendees
purchased more than P16,000 in jewelry
that night from PCF. n

Ways to Support PCF
l Sponsor a child — About $30
a month will help provide a child
working on a dumpsite with two
meals a day, education expenses
at the PCF school, access to
health professionals and the
opportunity to enjoy holidays
and participate in sporting
events
l Sell jewelry made by women
enrolled in PCF’s livelihood
program. Organize a booth at a
bazaar, host a coffee hour to
feature the jewelry or sell to
your friends.
l Assist PCF in grant
applications for funding.

Complete a professional
volunteer placement form to
explore the right job for you
with PCF. Visit PCF’s website:
www.pcf.ph, email imc@ pcf.ph
or call Jane Walker at 635-6913.

(Kawomenan... from page 3)   Children Scavengers in Cambodia —
“In 1994 we first saw the children scavengers, and we didn’t know what
to do. We didn’t know how to help them,” said Marie-France des
Pallieres at the sight of children in Stung Meanchey, the largest thrash
dump in Cambodia. She and her husband Christian went home, raised
money, and returned to Stung Meanchey after Christian retired from IBM
in France. They signed an agreement with the Cambodian Ministry of
Education, and founded a school in 1996 near the thrash dump to give a
way out for the children there. By 2003, more than 800 students were
attending the school, free of charge to the student’s families.

To view the PCF video shown
at the MWF meeting, go to:
www.youtube.com/user/
SugarMountainMedia and click
on the PCF video.

“Today I bent the truth to be
kind, and I have no regret, for
I am far surer of what is kind

than I am of what is true.”
  ~Robert Brault


