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O
ur speaker on May
21 shared with us
the background for
her recent (2006)
book, Code Name:
High Pockets. Edna
has spent years

following her passion—delving widely
and deeply into what really happened
in the Philippines during World War II,
especially the part pertaining to
Bataan.

Edna comes from Limay, Bataan ,
where she has a resort, SeaView
Holiday Home. She conducts tours for
veterans and people interested in
Bataan and the war. By training Edna is
an industrial engineer, and has worked
in several manufacturing businesses.
She used to be actively involved with
FAME (Fil-American Memorial
Foundation), a volunteer organization
under the American Chamber of
Commerce, rehabilitating the war
memorials on Bataan and other places.

Edna noted that her resort and
activities both arose from her interest
and furthered it. To gather information
for her book, she spent 5 years
traveling and interviewing people
involved in Bataan ’s past, and people
who sheltered Claire Phillips during the
battle on Bataan.

Edna’s book discusses the history
(Continued on page 4)

Host Gina Ordoñez, speaker Edna Bautista Binkowski
and MWF Chair Lisa Lumbao.

NEXT MWF MEETING  n  When: 6:30 p.m. Monday 2007 June 18.
What: Professor Annabelle Abaya, President of the Conflict Resolution
Foundation, will speak about “Bridging the Differences: the Art of
Mediating Conflict.” Her vision is for people to learn skills in conflict
resolution or avail of non-adversarial processes from private practitioners to
stem the thousands of cases that crowd the Philippine courts. Where: Mary
Garlicki’s home, 62 Real Street, Urdaneta Village, Makati. Bring: Something
to share for the potluck dinner. May meeting: Monday, 2007 July 23.



March 1943: General view showing houses burning as a result of a Japanese bombing
raid in Bataan, the Philippine Islands. (Source : Wikimedia Commons. This image was
first published in the United States in 1923 or later, but is considered public domain by
the Library of Congress because its copyright has not been renewed or has been
formally released, or for another reason.)

Bataan and
World War II

Bataan is a province of the
Philippines occupying the whole
of Bataan Peninsula on the
island of Luzon. It is part of the
Central Luzon region. The capital
of Bataan is Balanga City, and it
is bordered by the provinces of
Zambales and Pampanga to the
north. The peninsula faces
South China Sea to the west, and
encloses Manila Bay to the east.

The Battle of Bataan is famous
in history as one of the last
stands of American and Filipino
soldiers before they were
overwhelmed by the Japanese
forces in World War II. The
Bataan Death March was named
after this province because that
is where the infamous march
started.

Early history
The province of Bataan was

established in 1754 by Governor-
General Pedro Manuel Arandia
out of territories belonging to
Pampanga and the corregimiento
of Mariveles which, at the time,
included Maragondon, Cavite
across the Manila Bay.

In 1647, Dutch naval forces landed
in the country in an attempt to seize
the islands from Spain. The forces
massacred the people of Abucay in
Bataan. In the late 1700s, Limahong, a
Chinese pirate, used Bataan as the
launching point for his conquest of
Luzon, which was unsuccessful.

World War II
Bataan featured prominently during

World War II. Prior to the Japanese
invasion in 1941, the U.S. Army stored
nearly 1,000,000 US gallons (3,800 m³)
of gasoline in Bataan.

Shortly after the Japanese Army
invaded the country in December 1941,
the combined Filipino and U.S. forces
were gradually overrun and General
Douglas MacArthur decided to make
Bataan the site of a last stand. On
January 7, 1942, Japanese forces
started the siege of the peninsula. On
April 3, the Japanese began an all-out
assault on the American and Filipino
troops left. Bataan fell on April 9, and
the Bataan Death March began.

Source : Wikipedia,
The Free Encyclopedia.

The Bataan Death March
The Bataan “Death March” is

recognized as one of the greatest
inhumanities of WWII, but it is also
one of the greatest displays of heroism
and human spirit on the part of those
who did survive.

When Japanese forces entered
Mariveles, Bataan, they captured 76,000
prisoners, most of whom were sick,
wounded, or suffering from malnutri-
tion. The Japanese supply line, barely
sufficient to support their own troops,
would be unable to transport these
POWs. The prisoners were forced to
march 65 miles of treacherous terrain to
the north, to Camp O’Donnell, the
Japanese POW camp. This came to be
known as the infamous “Death March”.
Many members of the prisoner garrison

were systematically executed, while the
sick and weak were pushed to
exhaustion before being bayoneted or
beaten to death with the butt end of a
Japanese rifle. Many of the 54,000 who
survived the march across Bataan
would later succumb to disease or
torture while imprisoned. Those who
survived the march faced starvation
and disease aboard “hell ships” during
transportation to, and later during
incarceration in prison camps until
Japan’s formal surrender in 1945.

On May 6, on the so-called fortress
island of Corregidor, Japanese troops
forced the surrender of Wainwright and
all U.S. and Allied forces in the Philip-
pines. It would be nearly two-and-a-
half years before General MacArthur
could fulfill his promise to return to the
Philippine Islands and retake them from
the Japanese. Out of every three
Americans who defended Bataan and
Corregidor, two never returned home.

Adapted from http://www. bataan.
navy. mil/privacy.htm, a  World Wide
Web site for official information about
USS BATAAN (LHD 5). All information
on the site is public domain and may
be distributed or copied unless
otherwise specified.
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Female Wartime
Spies and Heroes

Kawashima Yoshiko
May 24, 1907 - March 25, 1948

Kawashima Yoshiko is sometimes
referred to as the Eastern Mata Hari.
She was a Manchu princess brought
up as a Japanese and executed as a
Japanese spy by the Kuomintang after
the Second Sino-Japanese War.

Originally named Aisin Gioro Xianyu
with the courtesy name Dongzhen
literally meaning Eastern Jewel,
Kawashima Yoshiko also had another
Chinese name, Jin Bihui. She was born
as the 14th daughter to Shanqi, the
10th of hereditary Prince Su of the
Manchu imperial family. After the
Xinhai Revolution by Prince Su, she
was given to a Japanese Ronin Naniwa
Kawashima as an adopted daughter
and renamed as Kawashima Yoshiko.
She received her education in Japan.

When she was 17, she began
wearing menswear after a failed
attempt at suicide. According to one
theory, the reason why she began
wearing menswear is that she had been
raped by her foster father.

Kawashima Yoshiko/Eastern Jewel’s
espionage career began when she was
sent back to Manchuria and became an
undercover agent for Japan. She often
disguised herself as a man and was
described as strikingly attractive, with
a dominating personality and a film-
drama figure, half tomboy and half
heroine, and with a  penchant for
dressing up like a male. Some believe
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that she did this to impress the men, or
because it enabled her to easily fit into
the tightly-knit guerrilla groups
without attracting too much attention.

In Shanghai, Eastern Jewel met
Major General Takayoshi Tanaka of the
Shanghai Special Service Organ, who
was then working closely with the
mastermind spy in China, Major-
General Kenji Doihara. Eastern Jewel
played an effective espionage role with
Doihara’s spy network in China. She
was well acquainted with the boy-
emperor Emperor Pu Yi, who asked her
“to consider his home her home as
long as she remained in Tientsin”. This
close liason enabled Eastern Jewel to
persuade the boy-emperor Pu Yi to
return his homeland Manchuria, and
have himself installed as Emperor of
the Japanese-created state of
Manchukuo.

After the installation of Pu Yi as the
Emperor of Manchukuo, Eastern Jewel
continued to play various roles. For a
time, she was the mistress of Major
General Hayao Tada, who was chief
military advisor for the Emperor Pu Yi.
She also formed an Anti Bandit Force
in 1932 made up of 3,000 to 5,000
former bandits, tasked with hunting
down guerilla bands and bandits in
Manchukuo. In 1933 she offered the
unit to the Japanese for Operation
Nekka, but it was refused. The unit
continued to exist under her command
until the late 1930s, when she lost her
influence with the Japanese.

Eventually, she disappeared from
view. Her later activities reportedly
included taking a percentage from
ransoms paid by kidnapped wealthy
merchants, after securing their release.
Finally on November 11, 1945, a news
agency reported that “a long sought-
for beauty in male costume was arrest-
ed in Peking by the Chinese counter-
intelligence officers.” In 1948, she was
tried by the Nationalist Government
and executed as a traitor (Hanjian),
under her Chinese name Jin Bihui.

Gregoria de Jesus
15 May 1875 - 15 March 1943

Gregoria de Jesus is regarded by
Filipinos as “The Mother of the
Philippine Revolution”.  Also known
as Aling Oriang, she was the wife of
Andres Bonifacio - the supremo of the
Katipunan, which is the secret society
of revolutionaries who rose against the
Philippine’s Spanish colonizers.

Gregoria married Andrés Bonifacio in
March 1893 at a Catholic Church in
Binondo, ang again a week later in the

Speaking of women wartime
heroes, and female wartime spies,

here are two other women with
very, very interesting lives and

careeers. An Eastern
Mata Hari, and the

Mother of the
Philippine

Revolution.

presence of the Katipuneros. On the
evening of the same day, the women’s
chapter of the Katipunan was formed
and Gregoria was appointed as its vice-
president. She was also made custo-
dian of the documents and seal of the
Katipunan. Because the Spanish police
often came unannounced, Gregoria
became quite used to gathering all the
Katipunan documents and keeping
them with her as she drove around in
her car all night, only returning home in
the morning when it was safe.

After a year of marriage, Gregoria
gave birth to their only son who she
christened Andrés after her husband.
Two months later, their house was
destroyed by a fire. They were forced
to live in the houses of friends and
family, moving from place to place. A
few months later, their child Andrés
died of small pox.

On August 19, 1896, the Katipunan
was exposed when its secrets were
revealed by a dissatisfied Katipunero.
The Spanish forces moved quickly to
halt the revolution and many Filipinos
were arrested, jailed, and shot. The
Spanish government tightened its
surveillance over the Katipunan, and
Andrés and Gregoria went into hiding

The remaining Katipuneros rallied
and planned an attack on a Spanish
gunpowder storehouse. With an army
of almost 800 men, they succeeded in
their first attack and were encouraged
to advance to Manila. However, they
were defeated by the Spanish forces
and hundreds of them were killed and
captured. The Katipunan was further
weakened by an internal conflict
between Andrés and General Emilio
Aguinaldo, another leader of the
revolutionary forces. On May 8, 1897
Andrés was captured by Aguinaldo’s
officers, and was sentenced to death.

After Bonifacio’s death, Gregoria
evaded capture by going to the Pasig
mountains. There, she met Julio Nakpil,
a commander of the Katipunan troops
in northern Philippines. The two fell in
love, and were married in a Catholic
church in Manila on December 10,
1898. When the Philippine Revolution
ended and peace was restored in the
country, Gregoria lived with her
husband and six children in the house
of a well-known Filipino philanthropist,
Dr. Ariston Bautista, and his wife
Petrona Nakpil. The doctor took good
care of them and helped raise and
educate their children.

Gregoria de Jesus died in 1943,
during the Japanese occupation of the
Philippines.
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c/o Lisa Lumbao
26-B Casa Real Townhouse
Real St., Urdaneta Village
Makati City 1225

The Manila Women’s Forum

The Manila Women’s Forum (MWF)

is a cross-cultural network for women.

It provides opportunities to build

friendships, to talk to women of various
cultures, and to share information about

resources. Our meetings are intended to

provide intellectual stimulation and lead

to personal and professional develop-ment.

All women are welcome to join. The

current officers are Lisa Lumbao, Chair,
Programs, Treasurer, and Newsletter.

Cecilia Leung, Programs. Beaulah P.

Taguiwalo, Newsletter, Website.

Cost of membership is P300 per year.

Members receive a copy of the current

mailing list in addition to the newsletter,
which is also sent to non-members. A

contribution is collected at each monthly

meeting: P20 for members, and P40 for

non-members. Please contact Lisa

Lumbao at Tel. 813-0168, or at
lumbao@mozcom.com for more

information about MWF.

Visit our website – a work in progress
www.geocities.com/manilawomensforum

(Edna... from page 1)
of the war, going back 20 years before
it when Japanese businessmen
started coming to the Philippines with
the agenda of gathering intelligence
and sending it home, and continuing
through the war itself, the resistance,
and liberation.

Edna said that her book is about
women’s efforts in the war because
men usually get all the glory while
women’s efforts are downplayed. She
noted that women played an
important part in the WW II
resistance efforts—at least 5
American women were involved, as
were numerous women of other
nationalities and of course Filipinas.
Josefa Llanes Escoda, who is
memorialized on the 1000-peso note,
was among the Filipina heroines of
the war.

Her book is named for Claire
Phillips, who came to the Philippines
as a singer and entertainer. Her
boyfriend was with the USAFFE’s
(US Armed Forces in the Far East’s)
31st Infantry. When war broke out
she moved to Bataan to be near him,
hiding in the mountains. When the
Americans were defeated she
returned in disguise to Manila , where
she claimed to be Italian, because it
was an axis country and the Japanese
couldn’t speak Italian. She
determined to assist the resistance
effort.

In Manila she set up a nightclub,
Club Tsubaki (Camelia Club), which
catered to the top Japanese officers.
The club provided cabaret-type
shows, singing, companionship, and,

most importantly, what seemed to be a
safe place for the officers to relax and
talk. This set the stage where Claire
and her Filipina second-in-command,
Fely Corcuera, could gather
information on the movements and
intentions of the Japanese war effort,
and smuggle it out to guerillas who
could radio it on to US forces. The
women’s information-gathering
technique: asking “stupid” questions.
Information was only part of the
harvest. Earnings from the club went
into medicines, food, and supplies for
the resistance effort and for interned
POWs.

People involved in the resistance
effort went by code names. Claire’s
was “High Pockets,” a name she chose
because she smuggled information out
by hiding it in her bra. Code names
were essential to hide the identities of
those involved, especially when others
in the movement were caught and
tortured into revealing information.

As we know all too well, no good
deed goes unpunished, and many
people involved in the resistance were
caught and either killed or brutally
tortured. Claire was ultimately caught
and sent to Fort Santiago , where she
was tortured horrendously, but
survived to be repatriated.

Two other books have been written
that mention Claire Philips, and a
movie about her was once made.
Edna’s book updates and corrects their
information. A US musical about Claire
Phillips was about to be staged when
Edna’s book came out. The debut of
the musical has been delayed while the
script is being rewritten/corrected to

incorporate the newly available
knowledge.

Edna noted that all those who
fought in the war and contributed to
the war effort should be considered
heroes.

Her book is available at La
Solidaridad bookshop in Mabini, or
you can contact her directly—
especially if you would like a signed
copy—at endbink@mozcom.com.

At a date to be announced, a special
tape of the 1950s program, “This is
Your Life,” will be aired, including the
voices of Claire Phillips, General Carlos
P. Romulo, Fely Corcuera, and others. n


