
Next MWF Meeting   When: 6:30 p.m., Monday, June 19, 2006.
                                                        What: Atty. Glynda Bathan, Coordinator of the
Clean Air Initiative for Asian Cities, will speak about recent activities to improve
Manila’s air quality, such as filing court cases based on photos of smoke-belching
vehicles taken by concerned citizens. Where: Alison Doig-Henderson’s home, 19
Talisay, North Forbes, Makati City. Bring: Something to share for the potluck dinner.
July meeting : Monday, July 17, 2006.
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What Makes
for a Successful
Philippine NGO?
By Julia Holz

F
or the uninitiated, NGO
means “nongovern-
mental organization.”
Besides the govern-
ment and official
lenders like the World
Bank and Asian

Development Bank, many non-profit
charitable groups and foundations
operate here in the Philippines to help
solve the country’s seemingly
intractable problems. What was
unique about our NGO speaker at the
April 17 meeting? Craig Burrows did
NOT ask for financial contributions.
He instead explained what seems to
work and what doesn’t, using his
experience and some graphic
photographs and startling statistics to
tell the tale.

Craig, whose love affair with the
Philippines is in its 23rd year, started
off listing some Philippine pluses:
climate, topography, people, culture
and family values. Then he quickly
segued into some facts leading into
why so many children end up in
extreme poverty here: unemployment,
corruption, lack of equality, 50% of
the population is below 18, and the
country is beset with natural
disasters.

If a picture is worth a thousand
words, Craig’s 25 minute slide show
summarized many thousand stories in
vivid technicolor. Who could forget
faces like “Fetus,” the glue sniffing
child found abandoned in a cemetery
when he was a newborn? Cemeteries,
bridge underpasses, railways, are
often “home” to the roughly 28% of
Filipino children who are severely or
moderately undernourished. Or the
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picture of the smiling family of
six: the four daughters
eventually had to be
separated from their shabu-
addicted parents who were
pimping them from their
“home” in the cemetery.

These were the sad stories,
but there were many happy
ones among the long list of
projects Craig has initiated.
Craig emphasized that
removing kids from their
families, no matter how poor,
and placing them in a
“children’s home” is never the
first or best solution. Only
abandoned, abused, neglected, or
orphaned children should end up in a
home. In Craig’s projects, every
attempt is first made to supply
support services to children and
families to keep the children in a safe,
loving, and supportive family
environment. This is at odds with the
social work concept of the West
where independence is valued above
family and children can be regularly
moved. The children who pass
through Mango Tree House, for
example, are encouraged to develop a
sense of belonging to the house
“family” and can stay until they are
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“ready” to transition out. Also the
children are consulted about the care
they need and involved in the
decision making.

Starting with the Mango Tree
House in 1990, Craig has emphasized
regular and timely reporting as one of
the first “musts” for a successful
NGO. Throwing money at a problem is
not the answer. He learned from his
experience as a volunteer in 1983 that
funds must be strictly accounted for
and targeted. He stressed the
importance of a social/business
partnership. To fund education



without providing jobs for graduates,
for example, will not break the poverty
cycle. So now Craig is actively
involved with the Philippine Business
Leaders Forum, to develop business
connections to make the social
components work.

While Craig is motivated by his
Christian background and values, he
is a dedicated proponent of the
philosophy “Do not judge others
through your own beliefs.” He
explained that in his work, he has
partnered with many NGOs and
individuals of different religious

orientations, including a very
successful ongoing collaboration with
a Dutch atheist!

A brief summary of Craig’s projects:
*Cashew Learning Center, located

near the rubbish dump in Payatas to
provide educational and medical
services to children who recycle
plastic, paper, and metal garbage.

*Grapevine Project. Providing
P1000/month for school expenses,
social work care, etc. to keep a child in
his/her family environment.

*Papaya Academy, an Elementary
School in Rodriguez, Montalban.

*Summer Camp. Christian values for
street children.

*Durian Project. A sanctuary with
full time staff providing counseling,
placement, books, milk and vitamins
to street children.

*New Hope School. Changing lives,
one person at a time.

*Apple Project. Scholarship and
encouragement.

*Mango Tree House, a children’s
home in Project 8, Quezon City
looking after abandoned, neglected
and abused children.

In the discussion period that followed
the presentation, Craig added that
MWF members could indirectly help
his NGOs by contributing funds and
resources to IN TOUCH which really
needs support. Otherwise, volunteers
to read to kids or to complement the
overburdened and underfunded
traditional Philippine classroom and
curriculum are welcome in his centers
to help kids think outside of the box.
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The Manila Women’s Forum

The Manila Women’s Forum (MWF)
is a cross-cultural network for women.
It provides opportunities to build
friendships, to talk to women of various
cultures, and to share information about
resources. Our meetings are intended to
provide intellectual stimulation and lead
to personal and professional develop-
ment. All women are welcome to join.
The current officers are Lisa Lumbao,
Chair, Programs, Treasurer, and
Newsletter. Cecilia Leung, Programs.
Beaulah P. Taguiwalo, Newsletter,
Website.

Cost of membership is P300 per year.
Members receive a copy of the current
mailing list in addition to the newsletter,
which is also sent to non-members. A
contribution is collected at each monthly
meeting: P20 for members, and P40 for
non-members. Please contact Lisa
Lumbao at Tel. 812-3932, Tel/Fax 813-
0168, or at lumbao@mozcom.com for
more information about MWF.

Visit our website – a work in progress
www.geocities.com/manilawomensforum

(What Makes... from page 1)

“We make a living by what
we get, but we make a life by

what we give.”

Crisis Line Philippines is the
longest-running hotline in the
country. Manned by a
multicultural group of English
and Tagalog-speaking
volunteers, Crisis Line provides
a free and confidential
telephone counseling service
that is non-sectarian and non-
judgmental. It is a community
service of In Touch Community
Services (ITCS), a non-profit,
non-governmental organization
based in Manila that was
originally developed with the
help of the United States
Embassy to provide assistance
and information about
resources for newly arrived
expatriates. Crisis Line is open
Monday to Friday, 9am-9pm.
Call 893-7603 or 893-7606.

I suspect if we invite Craig back to
MWF next year, he will have initiated
several more projects and be able to
share a thousand more stories of
success. Thanks, Craig, for the
uplifting and inspiring examples!!
Craig Burrows can be reached at
craig@ascf.ph or 427-5592.


