
Next MWF Meeting

When: Monday, April 19,
2004, 6:30 p.m.
What: Kim Harper Given of
Imagina will talk about her
work and life among the
squatters in Davao City, from
water and sanitation, to
abandoned children, to
feeding and microfinance/
savings programs on the
relocation sites.
Where: Anubha Gupta�s
home, 2 Agoho Road, North
Forbes Park, Makati City
Bring: A contribution to the
potluck dinner.
May meeting: May 17, 2004

Manila Women�s Forum
A Network of Women Professionals April 2004

Painting with Thread
By Tricia Hoban

By Camille Purvis

W
alk into Susan
Nishihira�s
house as many
of us did on
the evening of
March 15th
and the very

first thing you notice is that Susan loves
textiles�and beautiful furniture.
Understated pieces of fabric adorn the
backs of sofas. Cushion covers colour
and accent the comfy sitting areas. The
patterns and colors of the ethnic carpets

draw your gaze to the floor while wall
hangings offer splashes of color at
eye level. In this environment a talk
about textiles as art seems eminently
appropriate. Color, texture, embroidery
stitches, mirror work and other
adornments create art on the canvas
of fabric turning a textile piece into an
art form in its own right. Everyday
items become personal expressions of
creativity through the weaving,
sewing and decorating process.

Historically, the preparation of a

traveling with animals offered an outlet
for imaginative adornment. The Rabaris
of Kutch district in Gujarat, for example,
do some of the finest embroidered
decorations for the camel! Similar to
paintings, these items become the
treasures of collectors.

On Monday Susan�s focus was
primarily on the fabric of personal
adornment. The collection for the
evening was broadly Indian; from her
own and other MWF member�s
collections. Items from the Philippines,
China, Central Asia and other countries
rounded off the display.

Our tour of the textiles began with a
look at less sophisticated but roughly
beautiful Indian banjara tribal pieces
embroidered in the bright reds, yellows,
greens and blacks that often include
cowry shell accents. Embroidery often
completely covers these items. In
contrast, in Philippine tribal pieces it is

(Continued on page 4)

A piece of Kantha
embroidery, made
in West Bengal,
near Calcutta.
Susan bought this
piece directly from
the embroiderer
herself.  Says
Susan, �She stood
her ground and
wouldn't negotiate,
but looking at the
enormity of the
piece and that it
was completely
embroidered, how
could I argue?

dowry by
young women
gave outlet to
wonderful
examples of
beautiful
personal items
and home
decorations.
Beyond this,
decorations for
ceremo-nies,
dances and
even the items
needed for
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The Manila Women�s Forum

The Manila Women�s Forum (MWF)
is a cross-cultural network for women.
It provides opportunities to build
friendships, to talk to women of various
cultures, and to share information about
resources. Our meetings are intended to
provide intellectual stimulation and lead
to personal and professional develop-
ment. All women are welcome to join.
The current officers are Lisa Lumbao,
Chair, Programs, Treasurer, and
Newsletter. Penny Poole, Programs,
Newsletter. Susan Nishihira, Programs.
Heather Davenport, Database. Beaulah
P. Taguiwalo, Newsletter, Website.

Cost of membership is P300 per year.
Members receive a copy of the current
mailing list in addition to the newsletter,
which is also sent to non-members. A
contribution is collected at each monthly
meeting: P20 for members, and P40 for
non-members. Please contact Lisa
Lumbao at Tel. 818-2887 or 813-0168,
or at lumbao@mozcom.com for more
information about MWF.

Visit our website � a work in progress
www.geocities.com/manilawomensforum

(Continued on page 3)

I heard the following two
commentaries on DZFE, the Christian
classical music station, and would
like to share them. Whether you are a
Christian or not, I think they are very
thought-provoking and interesting.
Please let me know your reaction!
You can reach me at
lumbao@mozcom.com.  They were
written by Dr. Harold Sala, who I had
the privilege to meet last month when
he conducted a women's retreat for
Union Church of Manila, along with
his wife Darlene.  He's an amazing
speaker and a genuinely warm and
sincere person with a great sense of
humor.  I was surprised to find that I
agreed with about 90% of what he
said, which is a record for a religious
speaker for me! This is also timely
given that The Passion of The Christ
just opened in movie theaters here and
the DaVinci Code is at the top of the
bestsellers lists.  I haven't had a
chance to see the movie or read the
book yet though! �Lisa

I
f you are a woman who can
read, can decide what she wants
to do with her life, votes her
convictions, has a voice and
uses it, you owe more to the

influence of Jesus Christ in our world
than you have any idea. Don't thank
democracy, women's rights, or liberal
thinking for what you have. Thank God
for what Jesus Christ did.

He broke with tradition, crossed
ethnic and social boundaries, and
otherwise pushed aside centuries-old
ideas about women's inferiority. He
treated them with tenderness,
recognizing them as individuals of
value, and esteemed them as co-
laborers in the proclamation of the
Gospel.

Historically, where Christianity has
spread the treatment of women has

been vastly different from the rest of
the world. Should you question that,
first notice that one billion people in
the world can neither read nor write.
Two-thirds of them are women. Why?
Are females slow learning their
alphabets? No! Not for a moment. They
exceed men at verbal skills. Half of
them live in India and China, where
poverty and a low view of women keep
them out of schools. Very few are
found in nations with a Christian
heritage anywhere.

Should you fail to understand how
Jesus Christ has influenced the status
and role of women in our world,
compare Christian and non-Christian
countries to see how women are
treated. Notice where the infanticide of
female infants takes place because
males are considered better than
females. Notice, as well, in which
countries live the 135 million women
who have been victims of genital
mutilation, with over two million more
innocent girls joining those numbers
every year. Observe where those 28
countries are found on the globe,
where to this day, in spite of UN and
world protestations, this horrible
practice is still observed.

Notice where women are consistently
raped or killed�called honor crimes�
because a woman dared to show her
face in public or married or talked with
someone of the opposite sex in public.
Notice in what parts of the world
women are treated as house servants
or sex-slaves with no sense of self-
worth, no future, and no home, used
only to cook, clean, and satisfy the
baser instincts of men. You will not find
a single country with a Christian
heritage among them.

So what did Jesus Christ do which,
of course, was perpetuated by
Christianity in the world? First, He
separated Himself from the tradition of
the Rabbis, who daily thanked God
they were not born as Gentiles or
women. Notice the number of women
who are mentioned in the Gospels,
women who labored in ministry along
with the disciples. Read about Mary,
the mother of Jesus, Mary from
Magdala, Mary and Martha from
Bethany, and the unnamed women who
confronted Jesus at the well of Sychar,
and then read some of Paul's letters
where he continued to hold women in
esteem as co-laborers together. Notice
the women he mentions including
Lydia, Priscilla, Prisca, Junie, Julia, and
Nerius's sister, along with Euodia and
Syntyche. He singled them out by

name and sent greetings to them.
Furthermore Jesus received women,

ministered to them, and esteemed them.
Notice the shock and surprise as John
records the conversation he had with a
woman who had been divorced five
times and was living with another male.

Jesus also elevated them to a place of
rank and status. No wonder Paul said
men are to love their wives as their own
bodies and treat older women as
mothers, younger women as sisters.

Make sure you get it right! And
recognize the great debt women have to
Jesus Christ, who made the difference.

Women's Rights

"Husbands, in the same way be
considerate as you live with your
wives, and treat them with respect as
the weaker partner and as heirs with
you of the gracious gift of life, so that
nothing will hinder your prayers "
(1 Peter 3:7).

The farther removed we are from what
God says about our lives in the pages
of the Bible, the greater will be the
injustices inflicted upon women and the
greater will be their pain and suffering.
Before you question that, ask what is it
that insures that she is treated as an
equal, that provides protection for
women and children, forcing men to
provide alimony or child support when

Women
owe a bundle
to Jesus Christ

By Lisa Kircher Lumbao

  Voice
 of  the
    Chair



a husband walks out on his wife?
Obviously the law; and where did the

law come from? Well, that depends on
what kind of law you are talking about.

In Muslim countries the Sharia
determines how women are treated, and
in this you will find few, if any, laws
protecting them. Most of those laws
repress them, consigning them to
conformity in a male-dominated world.

There may be a lot of talk about
women's rights in Islamic countries, but
the talk is mostly in the kitchen. Under
the Sharia, a woman found guilty of
adultery is subject to being stoned to
death. The penalty for the male?
Nothing. He was the victim of her
temptation. Under the Sharia a husband
can have four wives and divorce them
by saying, "I divorce you!" three times.

So where does Western law come
from and why is it different? Its
foundation is the Mosaic law of the Old
Testament, tempered by the manner in
which Jesus Christ treated women,
giving them status found in no other
religion in all history. It says that men
are to love their wives as Christ loved
the church, to love them as their own
bodies, to esteem and cherish them,
and consider them fellow heirs of the
grace of God.

Peter instructs, "Husbands, in the
same way be considerate as you live
with your wives, and treat them with
respect as the weaker partner and as
heirs with you of the gracious gift of
life, so that nothing will hinder your
prayers. Finally, all of you, live in
harmony with one another; be
sympathetic, love as brothers, be
compassionate and humble" (1 Peter
3:7,8).

Some mistakenly think that
Christianity has repressed women, but
it isn't Christianity which has done this
but the distorted thinking and teaching
of men who refuse to follow the
teaching of Scripture�instead,
thinking of women as chattel to use in
fulfilling their lusts.

The problem in our world, no matter
whether it is east or west, is quite
fundamental. It is men who refuse to
treat women as God intends, and when
they disregard what He says, no
woman is secure or safe to walk the
streets in a world that is ruled by
baseness and vileness.

The real problem is that our old
natures push aside God's direction, and
thus, ruled by our base instincts, we
live to fulfill the flesh with all the
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Women owe...  (From page 2)

(Continued on page 4)

KaWoMeNaN
Selected and Edited

by Beaulah P. Taguiwalo

Faith is the basis and means for
crossing boundaries
     Often faith is seen as the voluntary
crossing of a boundary. Theissen
states, �Faith means an act by which a
human being crosses a boundary in
the fact of actual suffering. ...�
�Gerd Theissen, Studies of the New
Testament and Its World (Philadelphia:
Fortress Press, 1983), 140.

Women in Islam
versus women in the
Judaeo-Christian tradition:
The myth and the reality

�...the notion that the poor
status of Muslim women
today is because of Islam
is an utter misconception.
The problems of Muslims in
general are not due to too
much attachment to Islam,
they are the culmination
of a long and deep
detachment from it.�

Five years ago, I read in the Toronto
Star issue of July 3, 1990 an article
titled "Islam is not alone in patriarchal
doctrines", by Gwynne Dyer. The
article described the furious reactions
of the participants of a conference on
women and power held in Montreal
to the comments of the famous
Egyptian feminist Dr. Nawal Saadawi.
Her "politically incorrect" statements
included : "the most restrictive
elements towards women can be
found first in Judaism in the Old
Testament then in Christianity and
then in the Quran"; "all religions are
patriarchal because they stem from
patriarchal societies"; and "veiling of
women is not a specifically Islamic
practice but an ancient cultural
heritage with analogies in sister
religions".
     The participants could not bear
sitting around while their faiths were
being equated with Islam. Thus, Dr.
Saadawi received a barrage of
criticism. "Dr. Saadawi's comments
are unacceptable. Her answers reveal
a lack of understanding about other
people's faiths," declared Bernice
Dubois of the World Movement of
Mothers. "I must protest" said
panellist Alice Shalvi of Israel
women's network, "there is no
conception of the veil in Judaism."
     The article attributed these furious
protests to the strong tendency in
the West to scapegoat Islam for
practices that are just as much a part
of the West's own cultural heritage.

                       * * * * *

It is to the non-Muslim reader, Jewish,
Christian, or otherwise, that these
final words are dedicated. It is
bewildering why the religion that had
revolutionized the status of women is
being singled out and denigrated as
so repressive of women. This
perception about Islam is one of the
most widespread myths in our world
today. This myth is being perpetuated
by a ceaseless barrage of sensational
books, articles, media images, and
Hollywood movies.
     The inevitable outcome of these
incessant misleading images has been
total misunderstanding and fear of
anything related to Islam. This
negative portrayal of Islam in the
world media has to end if we are to
live in a world free from all traces of
discrimination, prejudice, and
misunderstanding.
     Non-Muslims ought to realize the
existence of a wide gap between
Muslims' beliefs and practices and the
simple fact that the actions of
Muslims do not necessarily represent
Islam. To label the status of women in
the Muslim world today as "Islamic"
is as far from the truth as labelling the
position of women in the West today
as "Judaeo-Christian".
     With this understanding in mind,
Muslims and non-Muslims should
start a process of communication and
dialogue in order to remove all
misconceptions, suspicions, and
fears. A peaceful future for the human
family necessitates such a dialogue.
�From Women in Islam versus
women in the Judaeo-Christian tradition:
The myth and the teality,
by Dr. Sherif Abdel Azeem. Read the whole
article at http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/
humanrelations/womeninislam/
womeninjud_chr.html

A successful woman preacher was
once asked "what special obstacles
have you met as a woman in the
ministry?" "Not one," she
answered, "except the lack of a
minister's wife."

�Anna Garlin Spencer
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Painting...  (From page 1)
often the weave as much as the
embroidery that gives the piece its
unique texture and emphasis. Finishing
touches of embroidery are added as
enhancements.

In the making of blouses, however,
both cultures usually have a plain
fabric base, ripe for decoration. Some
decoration is simple with definite
geometric patterns. Other pieces are
highly ornate and use naturally dyed
threads, beads, shells, pieces of metal
and other items for their decoration.
Samples of each made their way around
the room with a magnifying glass to
better view the stitches and designs.

The highly ornamental pieces of the
Gujarat region known for its Kutch,
Sindhi and Kathiawar embroideries
were more sophisticated. In these
pieces we saw the intense use of mirror
work with embroidery that included
buttonhole, herringbone, chain and
darning stitches. The gold and silver
thread (or its substitute) embroidery
reminded me a bit of the famous Easter
Eggs created by Carl Faberge. The
pieces seemed to twinkle as they were
passed around the room. Probably the
most endearing item in this collection
was the Gujarat Child's Jacket, which
was heavily embroidered, festooned
with mirrors and satin-like to the
touch�this is worn by young boys
over embroidered pants!

Cotton on cotton Chikan work has an
embossed look.  The regular, very fine
thread-knots and subtle buttonhole,
herringbone and stem stitch are
highlights of this style. Motifs are most
often floral. White or pastel in color,

this is the clothing of choice for women
during the hot Indian summer. The pink
salwar kameez was a beautiful example
of a subtle pallet applied to the fabric. In
striking contrast, a beautifully
embroidered East Asian piece had
similar embroidery that just about
jumped off the rich yellow fabric
background with its use of intense color
and was a good segue to the Kashmiri
pieces.

Like an oil painting of a garden
rampant with color of every imaginable
hue, the shawls, jackets and other
pieces of Kashmir wool on wool are
collector�s pieces (when we�re not
wrapping ourselves in them!). Woven
from superfine wool collected from
Pashima goats and exquisitely
embroidered by Kashmiri artisans, the
best of these pieces have been prized
since the 18th Century when merchants
from all over the world came to
purchase them. Magnifying glasses
were out again to appreciate these
pieces.

In a diversion from the art of personal
adornment, Susan showed canopies
from Central Asia. Thoughts of Matisse
cutouts, his �cutting into color,� sprung
to mind as did memories of the Indian
appliqué that is a specialty of Orissa.
Similar in style to the traditions of
appliqué quilting of the Americas and
Europe, these pieces probably most
strikingly emphasized how the art of
textiles transcends national and ethnic
boundaries and flourishes to the delight
of craftspeople, collectors and those of
us lucky enough to see them first hand
in the markets we frequent as we
wander the world.

No, I didn�t forget the silk saris and
duppatas with their two-tone weave,
their soft chiffon feel and their superb
delicate embroidery. Any description I
might give would be like a catalogue
picture of Vincent Van Gogh�s White
Roses, a mere ghost of the original, so I
will defer� Many thanks to Susan for
sharing her house, her passion and her
collection with us. It was most
decidedly an evening of good food
amid pleasant company in the most
inviting of settings. What could be
better after a day of ordinary
commitments?  n

sordidness which 6000 years of history
has recorded in every culture
everywhere.

I am convinced that when men follow
the voice of God, women will be walking
with them hand in hand, each meeting
the needs of the other, and both living
for God. The real problem is not the
Sharia or whether or not the Bible is
enough, it's my sinful heart which is
prone to wander from the will of God.

When I treat my wife with love,
tenderness and compassion, she
responds in even greater measure and
both of us find the fulfillment and
happiness we really want. Crusading
and demanding rights for women may
help, but when the hearts of men are
right with God, what women really want
becomes what men give joyfully. Only
this can satisfy, no matter what your
sex may be. n

Reprinted with permission from Guidelines.
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